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The Selectmen and Treasurer respectfully present to the town 
of Lyndeborough their Annual Report of the receipts and expen- 


ditures for the financial year ending March Ist, 1875. 


Amount of taxes assessed April Ist, 1874, and ordered 
into the treasury, 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance in the treasury March 1st, 1874, $442 47. 
Received of David G. Dickey, balance on his 
collection of 1872, 265 24 
Collector Dickey, tax interest, 38 56 
C. F.Tarbell, balance on collection of 
1873, 2000 00 
C. F. Tarbell, tax interest, 30 00 
: collection of 1874, 3,244 18 
State Savings Bank tax, 244 76 
State Literary Fund, 94.30 
State Railroad tax, 51 83 
State Bonds sold, . 900 00 
Interest on State Bonds, 34 50 
Inserest on Town Literary Fund, 30 90 
Cash on note dated Jan. Ist, 1875, 
payable to C. F. Tarbell, 500 09 
Cash on notes, 345 70 
Note of Benjamin G. Herrick on L. 
Herrick account, 100 00 
Town of Milford, 40 00 
Interest on Israel Cram fund, 24 00 


$6,044 18 


$8,386 44 
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EXPENDITURES. 
Paid State tax, — $920 00 
County tax, 521 20 
j $1,441 20 
Paid School District No.1, $135 05 
«« 14 6 2. T6322 
“ 66 6c ah ~ 938 00 
4 4 <4 4, 55 00 
t a3 “ D. ot ae 
6 “ “c 6, 169 15 
, 6 6“ << if 111 35 
rz 66 tog a9 fae: 
“ ra 6 9, 104 88 
“ (aa “ 10, 18 54 
73 66 6c sabe $1,031 13 
Paid, notes and interest, $1939 20 
Bond No. 5, of Town Loan, 500 00 
Interest on Town Bonds, 914 25 
’ Jonathan Stevenson, overseer of poor, 605 86 
Adoniram Russell, repairing Forest road, 96 03 
Non-Resident tax worked out, 129 96 
Repairing roads and bridges, 18 50 
Abatements on D. G. Dickey’s list, D 93 
Abatements on C. F. Tarbell’s list, 69 49 
| $4,279 22 
BREAKING ROADS. 
SPRING OF 1873. 
Paid David Putnam, 7 50 
Charles H. Holt, 13 35 
Henry H. Joslin, 47 O01 
Nathan Cummings, 4 34 
Jotham Hildreth, 16 05 
Jonathan Danforth, 9 10 
Joseph Perham, 6 30 
$103 65 
WINTER OF 1874. 
‘Paid Erwin D. Wilder, 6 10 
Ebenezer Fisk, 8 10 
Azro D. Cram, 7 20 
Alvaro Buttrick, 9 27 


Willam R. Duncklee, * 4 00 


2 


5 
MISCELLANEOUS BILLS. 


Paid Rufus Chamberlain, as per report, $68 66 
George Rose, lake 40 00 
Adoniram Teuseory mss) Ss “ 36 50 
L. S. Brown, S. 8S. Committee, 50 00 
Charles F. Tarbell, Town Clerk, , 25 00 
N. T. McIntire, Treasurer, 40 00 
D. G. Dickey, collector, 85 00 
©. H. Burns,*on Peterborough railroad 

case, 50 30 
Andy Holt, over tax, 22 50 
M. C. Fuller,“ “ 3 00 
Moore & Langley, printing Town Reports, 28 75 
Joel H. Perham, damage to sheep by / 
dogs, 11 50 
George Rose, stationery, 6 60 
Josiah Fleeman, return of births, 1 00 
Pm bierrarerigerc,, Sans Str > 6 50 
W. B. Raymond, sexton services, 6 00 
John H. Goodrich, sexton services, 2 00 
es o watering trong 6 00 
Alvaro Buttrick, a 3 00 
©. F. Tarbell, collector, 85 00 
George Rose, erecting monuments between 
Towns, 2 50 
L. G. Brown, auditor, 1 00 
K. P. Spalding, board of Mark Bailey, 6 00 
Eli C. Curtis, the Howard case, 5 00 
- $585 81 
DEMANDS AGAINST THE TOWN. 
Town Bonds, $14,500 00 
Interest on town bonds, 362 50 
- Notes with interest computed to March 1, 
1875, 1450 00 
—$16312 50 
Epue te Distr ict No. 1, 44 
. 2, yet 92:00 
6c “ 6 6 re 7 48 
“ cc 66 66 4, 14 00 
«“ 4 6c 6c D, 1 60 
«“ « 3 3 6, 07 
te 6c 3 66 a AT 
$43 06 


Due L. G. Brown, service, as Superintending 
School Committee, 60 00 
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George Rose, services as Selectman, 45 00 
Adoniram Russell, services Selectman, 43 60 
John M. Emery, services Selectman, 42 00 
N. F. McIntire, Treasurer, 40 00 
Charles F. Tarbell, Town Clerk, 25 00 
Charles F. Tarbell, on completion of his i 
Collection of 1874, 85 00 
On orders drawn but not paid, 44 40 
“ $385 00 
NOTES DUE THE TOWN. 
George EH. Spalding, $1,636 00 
Emery Holt, 216 34 
Luther Cram, 62 81 
Benjamin G. Herrick, 274 15 
Due from Collector Tarbell, w2800 00 
David and Andy Holt, interest on 
Literary Fund, 12 36 
Cash in the Treasury, 810 77 
_ $6,312 43 
Total amount of town debt, $16,740 56 
Amount due from Collectors and others, 6,312 43 
Town debt less available means, —— $10,428 13 
Lown debt less available means Mar, 1, 1874, $12,351 79 
: vs ate 1875, 10,428 13 
Town debt eahnsd in the year ending Mar ch 
1, 1875, ——— $1,923 66 
Submitted March 9, 1875. 
GEORGE ROSE, SELECTMEN 
ADONIRAM RUSSELL, »+ OF 
JOHN M. EMERY, LyNDEBOROUGH. 


N. T. McINTIRE, Treasurer 


REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF POOR. 


Report of the Overseers of the Poor of the Town of Lynde- 
borough for the year ending March 1, 1875. 


EXREN DITURKS. 

For board of Elizabeth Woodward, $94 50 
« «¢ Benjamin Gould, 38 99 

« « John Langdell, 111 14 

ee David: Gare, 136 00 

« « Lafayette Herrick, 84 21 
Fred. E. Abbott, at Reform School, 12 57 
Aid to M. Raymond and children, | 20 00 


Things furnished Latayette Herrick before 
he moved and clothing since, Dr. bill, 


shoe bill, &e., 53 10 
Clothing for David Gage, » 12 80 
John Richardson, 1 00 

- George E. Spalding, as Appraisers, 1 00 
Peter Clark, 1 00 


Expenses out of town on pauper cases, &c., 19 80 
Jonathan Stephenson, services as Overseer 


of Poor, 82 25 
County Paupers, 171 50 
se $785 86. 
Received of the County, $171 50 
my “ Mary McQuesten, 6 50 
Whole amount drawn from the Treasurer, $605 86 
$783 86 
Lafayette Herrick paid into the Town Treasury 
There will be due the County, for the board of 
John Langdell, March 1st, 1875, $21 08 
Due trom Mary MeQuesten, $6 50 
$14 58 


Whole amdunt expended for Town Paupers, 
after deducting L. Herrick’s payment, $920 44 


Submitted March 9, 1875. 
JONATHAN STEPHENSON, 
OVERSEER OF THE Poor. 
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SC LOOL, RHRORL 


We have tried to perform our duties faithfully, showing partiali- 
ty to none, giving each due credit for their success. Our main ob- 
ject has been to promote the usefulness and prosperity of our 
schools. Our pleasure has been in seeing our pupils steadily ob- 
taining knowledge which will fit them for the stern realities of life. 
We thank parents, teachers and scholars for the aid received from 
them, in securing these objects. Much good has resulted from 
every effort made to elevate our schools. We feel that greater 
results might be secured by the aid of more experienced teachers. 
Where failures have been made the past year it has been by teach- 
ers having but little experience. When an Agent is chosen, he 
has his favorite teacher. “He says: “I guess that teacher can 
keep our school.” The teacher is set to work, and, if a failure is 
made,whois to blame. A Committee said: we hav: not had a 
good school for five years. He hires a beginner. Your pupils 
have*made some progress in Grammar and Composition. Whole 
number of pupils studying Grammar last Ue 82; this year, 72. 
In Composition, 65 From the Compositions ! anded to me I copy 
the folling: 

No.1 school has these words : “What have been our school days 
to us, and are they glorious days given us for our improvement +? ol 
have. often heard the remark made by people whose school days 
have long since passed, that they were their happiest days. ‘They 
may not seem so to us now, but in the future they may prove to 
be such. Let the purpose of coming here day by day be that we 
‘may improve every moment to study, so that ‘by and by, when we 
are called to take an active part in the duties of life, we may 
not be obliged to say, Oh! that I had improved my school days. 
‘Study with a will: play with a will) is the sure way to success. 
Let no deeds of unkindness to teacher or playmate ever be done, 
so that when we have grown to men and women, we may be able 
to say that we have done all that we could, and our school days 
are indeed pleasant to look back upon” 

From No. 3 school: “What are some of the points of industry ? 
Let us take for example a person obtaining an education. If he is 
industrious he will soon acquire one; but if he is indolent, relying 
on his teacher entirely, too lazy to exert himself, he will always 
merit the name of dunce. The teacher can only aid, not make the. 
scholar. Therefore let us always strive to do our best, with not 
only a willing, but a determined mind. If we yield once to temp- 
tation we are apt to do so again, acquiring the habit of yielding to 
temptations out of school as well asin. If we form bad habits 
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while young, it will be very hard to leave them off when older. 
Habits formed in youth will grow stronger until they become so 
deeply rooted in the mind, that they cannot readily be given up. 
I think school is a good place to goto. Every one ought to im- 
prove each moment when they are young and not wait until they 
are old; for it would not look very well for them to go to school 
as we do” ) 

From No. 5 school: “A good education consists in a thorough 
knowledge of the Common English Branches. It is our duty to: 
improve our school days so that we shall not have to reflect on 
misspent time. I think the most important studies are Arithm e- 
tic, Geography, Grammar, Reading, Spelling and Punctuation.” 

From No. 8 school: “We should learn all we can to please our 
kind parents and teacher, to enable us to do all the good we can 
in the world. To-day we meet together, perhaps for the last time.. 
If it is God’s will that we meet not again, may we be permitted to. 
meet where all is joy, peace and happiness. We eladly welcome 
you to our school, kind parents, friends and Committee to witness. 
the closing examination of our school.” 

There were other good compositions, but the ideas were not 
suitable for this Report. The above extracts are some of the 
thoughts of our pupils expressed on paper, and they are noble 
thoughts. This is only the beginning; what might not be obtain- 
ed by a systematic course of study and practice. 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


Agent, Mr.Martin Whitney. 

Teacher, Miss Abbie H. Rand, of this town. 

Miss Rand has experience in the art of teaching, having taught 
one term in this district before this. Many of the pupils are 
young but they are willing to do their best. The examination ~ 
was satisfactory antl interesting. The pupils were prompt and ac- 
curate in recitation. Reading and spelling had received much at- 
tention. Speaking was good. Length of school, eight weeks. 
Number of pupils, twenty-three. Wages, twenty dollars per 
month. 

Fatt TErm. 

This district had a Fall term of six weeks; giving the board. 
Miss Mary L. Dutton, of Milford, was engaged to lead the little — 
band. It was her first school and no doubt she intended to suc- 
ceed. At our ffrst visit they appeared well. The examination 
convinced some present that something was lacking. One word 
will express it—energy. Some progress was made in spelling, 
reading and writing. Number of pupilseighteen. Wages twelve 
dollars per month. 
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WiInTER TERM. 


Teacher, Miss Addie E. Gould, of Hillsboro’. 


Miss Gould is an experienced teacher and comes to the work 
well prepared. With such, success is sure. At the first of the 
term we were satisfied that the school was under good control and 
each pupil seemed to be well set to work. We were pleased to 
meet the Agent and others at the examination although the north- 
west wind was cold and frosty. The recitations were creditable 
to both teacher and scholars: Writing books were neatly kept ; 
speaking excellent; classes in arithmetic, geography, grammar 
and composition had been attended to with good success. Length 
of school nine weeks. Number of pupilstwelve. Wages twenty - 
eight dollars per month. From compositions I copy the following : 
. “I shall be sorry when my school days are past. I mean to im- 
prove them all Ican. I think the best way is to attend to oul 
studies and give attention to what the teacher says. Some teach- 
ers learn the scholars more than others, and this winter we have 
had agood school.” <A little boy writes his composition: “Sup- 
pose your teacher should tell you to try and doa sum and you 
should have good success ; would you not be willing to try next 
time ?” 


DiS DRG (NG 2, 
Agent, Mr. Andy Holt. 
Teacher, Miss Lucie Stiles, of Mt. Vernon. 


This teacher can be classed among the best instructors; energet- 
ic, and having much experience. Here she found that it required 
tact and will to manage those roguish boys and girls. She kept 
a good school. The examination was interesting. A class in 
Colburn’s did well. We were presented with a boquet by a little 
girl six years old, who repeated an appropriate verse. May she 
and her classmates always be as pure and lovely as the flowers. 
Length of school seven weeks. Number of pupils twenty-one. 
Wages, twenty-two dollars per month. 


WintTerR TERM. 


This district had a private school of six weeks in the Fall and 
were well prepared to enter upon a Winter term meriting good 
success. Mr. W. L. Crabbie, a beginner, commenced the school 
with a will to succeed or die. A better system and less work, on 
the part of teacher, more work and a willingness on the part of 
pupils to have a good school, would have led to better results. 
“A teacher can aid, not make the school.” Atthe close of a term 
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ot seven weeks, owing to ill health, he dismissed the school with- 
out an examination. Number of pupils twenty-one. Wages, 
twenty-two dollars per month. Board given. 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 


Agent, Mr. George Cram. 
Teacher, Miss Lottie M. Wallace, of this town. 


This was the second term taught in this district. It was an 
improvement on the first. The pupils had life and animation in 
all their recitations. Good classes in arithmetic, reading and spell- 
ing. Anextraclassin grammar. This class had been taught to 
think, and make some practical use of language. Here we find a 
class of about twenty small pupils studying the primmer. Who 
can tell their future? Let them be trained so that they will be an 
honor to Lyndeborough and their country. Money bears no com- 
parison to the value of each immortal soul. For ¢ will live for- 
ever. Three pupils were not absent during the term. Length of 
school, eight weeks. Number of pupils thirty-nine. Wages, 
thirty-two dollars per month. 

Remarks by the teacher, copied from the Register. “In the 
short term of eight weeks, it has been my earnest desire to faith- 
fully discharge every duty in such a manner that J might feel the 
consciousness within of having done the best I could, aware of 
many defects and errors in judgment. I now close the summer's 
labor hoping that it may be seen that some little good has been 
accomplished.” | 


Fatt AND WINTER TERMS. 


Both terms were under the charge of Miss Emeline Spalding, of 
this town, an experienced and successful teacher. At the com- 
mencement of the first term we found the school in good working 
order. The examination was very interesting. . All present were 
convinced that the school had been profitable. The pupils were 
thoroughly worked up. The good order manifested showed 
the love and respect which they had for their teacher. The Win- 
ter term did not differ much from the Fall term except with addi- 
tional numbers; the school was more: difficult to govern. At the 
close of the term we and others were favorably impressed with the 
animation and life of the school. Grammar and composition had 
received much attention. The compositions read at the close of 
each term were very interesting. These pupils have acquired some 
practical knowledge in the art of expressing their thoughts on pa- — 
per. The mottoes were very appropriate for the occasion and may 
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they be remembered by all. ‘Fhis school has made some progress 
for the better; shall a backward step be taken hereafter? We 
hope not. Scholars, learn to govern yourselves and your motto 
will be “excelsior.” Length of terms eight and seven weeks. 
Number of pupils, first term, thirty-four; second, forty-five.. 
Wages, thirty-two and forty-two per month. 


\ DISTRICT NO. 4. 


Agent, Mr. Erwin D. Wilder. 

Teacher, Mr. Geo. N. Merrill, of New Boston. | 

Mr. Merrill is a beginner in the art of teaching. He has the 
energy, and is truly a live teacher. At our-first visit we were well 
pleased with the appearance of the school. -At that early day the 
pupils were being trained in the art of reading in a thorough man- 
ner. We visited the school near its close and by what we saw 
and heard, anticipated an interesting examination. But owing to 
sickness among the pupils the school was closed without an ex- 
amination. Geometry and Philosophy were studied successfully. 
The class in Language Lessons made good progress, going nearly 
through the book. This district had only one term of ten weeks. 
Number of pupils, six. Wages thirty, dollars per month. 


DISTRICT NO. 5. 


Agent, Mr. S. K. Russell. 
Teacher, Katie 8. Curtis, of this town. 


Miss Curtis taught this school,a few weeks previous to 
this term. The examination was interesting to all present. 
Classes in Arithmetic and Geography did remarkably well. Wri-. 
ting looks very neat and clean, showing improvement. Board was 
given, both terms. Length of school, seven weeks. Number of 
pupils 16. Wages, $12 per month. 


_ Winter TERM. 


Teacher, Miss Marion E. Center, of Wilton. 


Here we found a teacher of experience and perfectly at home in 
the school room, having taught twenty months before this term. 
At the close of the school, we and those present listened with 
pleasure to declamations and other exercises. Good classes in 
grammar, spelling and other branches. The compositions were 
interesting. From one I copy the following: “ Scholars must im- 
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prove their time and have perfect lessons or schools will be of little 
use.” We agree, and hope it will be renembered by every schol- 
ar. Three pupils did not whisper during theterm, and three 
neither absent nor tardy. Length of school, eleven weeks. Num- 
ber of pupils, fitteen. Wages, sixteen dollars per month. 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 


Agent, Mr. Henry F. Mansfield. 

Teacher, Miss Abbie A. Bonyton, of Wilton. 

This was Miss Boynton’s first term. She succeeded in securing 
‘good order and the pupils under her charge made fair progress. 
A class in geography answered their questions promptly. Other 
‘studies were not neglected. The examination convinced all pres- 
ent that the term had been a good one. Length of school, seven 
weeks. Number of pupils, 11. Wages, twenty-four dollars per 


month. 
WINTER TERM. 


Teacher, Miss Ella 8. Burnham, of Milford. 

This was Miss Burnham’s first school and her success was more 
than an average one. She succeeded in keeping a gocd school. 
‘Grammar, composition and other branches were taught success- 
fully. One pupil, nine years old, readsa very good original com- 
position at the close of the school.’ This school is progressing ‘in 
- useful study, and parents are interested in their school. They 

have the last year. repaired their school house and made their 
school room very neat and attractive. Number of pupils, fifteen. 
Length of school, nine weeks, Wages, twenty-six dollars per 
month. 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 


Agent, Robert K. Lynch. 

Teacher, Miss Belle V. Tyler, of Wilton’ 

Miss Tyler here first tried her hand at teaching. She succeeded in 
keeping good order and the pupils made fair progress. With 
more experience, she would do better than this. We believe she has 
not mistaken her vocation as teacher. The examination passed off 
very well. We saw nothing to censure but much to commend. 
Length of school, eight weeks. Number of pupils, twenty-seven. + 
W ages, twenty dollars per month. 


¥ 
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WINTER TERM. 


The same teacher. She commenced the school witha deter- 
mination to succeed. Perhaps she felt that there was an influence 
which she could not control. Some teachers would have secured 
victory from defeat. The examination showed progress in some 
branches. But the classes in grammar did not come up to our ex- 
pectations. Here were fifteen pupils, studying a grammar which 
required thorough drilling in composition and not one read or 
handed to us the last day. Two years ago, the Superintendent of 
this school said : “We very much doubt whether that class in pars- 
ing can be beat in point of excellence, by any class in these parts, 
not excepting the three academy schools on the other side.” 
Length otf school, nine weeks. Number of pupils, thirty-five. 
W ages; twenty-four dollars per month. 


Se 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


Agent, Mr. Levi P. Spalding. : 
Teacher, Miss Emma L. White, of Wilton. 


Miss White was engaged to teach this school for both terms 
which she did with her usual success. On the last day of the 
Spring term we found the pupils prompt and accurate in all their 
recitations. In spelling thenames of the States and their capitals 
they were not excelled by any in town. . The grammar class made 
good progress. At the close of the Winter term we found this 
interest not in the least abated. “Excelsior!” seems to be the motto 
of this school. A good class in arithmetic and philosophy. The 
class in language lessons had much practical knowledge of Jan- 
guage. They wrote sentences on the black-board without much 
hesitation, whether simple, complex ro compound. Two _ pupils 
excel in spelling. 

The compositions from the different schools have been a test of 
scholarship in spelling. Only afew of these were free from 
errors in this respect. In one composition “punctuation” was 
spelt “punction.” In last year’s Registers, Guyot’s was spelt in 
three different ways. Mistakes will happen. But let all take 
pains to improve in spelling. Consult the dictionary often. Length 
of school: Spring term, six weeks, Winter term, ten weeks. Num- 
ber of pupils: Spring term, twelve, Winter, ten. Wages, first 
term, sixteen dollars ; second, twenty-four dollars per month. 
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DISTRICT NO. 9. 


Agent, Mr. S. M. Buck. 

Teacher, Miss Emeline Spalding, of this town. 

This district had only one term of nine weeks. Number of pu- 
pils, seven. Wages, twenty-four dollars per month. The Agent 
was fortunate in securing the services of Miss Spalding the second 
time. At the first of the term we found this little band of chil- 
dren eager to learn. The examination was successful, and those 
little children did well. The class in “Language Lessons” which 
had been taught orally gave evidence of having some practical 
knowledge of language. They could form and correct sentences 
very well. Children are learning their language as soon as they 
can talk, and they should be assisted in forming a correct and ex- 
pressive style. Perhaps the mother tongue is the best educator, 
but teachers can do much towards the accomplishment of this 
object. Children are great talkers and might be trained while very 
young to express their thoughts with elegance and ease. Chii- 
dren of three years old understand most that is said to them. 
Talk ideas to children and clothe them in good language and they 
will faithfully copy both. 


UNION DISTRICT NO. 10, WITH FRANCESTOWN. 


Agent, Mr. Chas. L. Avery. 
Teacher, Miss Emma L. White. 


Miss White is one of our successful teachers, and she expected 
to elevate this schoo] to her own standard. She soon learned that 
all schools are not alike. She labored faithfully. Her efforts were, 
we think, productive of good. Length of school, eight weeks. 
Number of pupils, seven. Wages, $24 per month. 


WINTER TERM. 


Teacher, Miss Eliza A. Butterfield, of New Boston. 

Miss Butterfield is a teacher of experience aud has taught three 
terms in this district before this term. The examination was a good 
one, although the day was stormy, and as class after class passed 
before us, we were satisfied that the school had made commenda- 
ble progress. Three pupils did not miss in spelling during the 
term. The speaking and compositions were excellent. From one 
composition I copy these words: “If we do not improve our 
time it will soon be too late. What were we put into this world 
for, if not to improve our time while young. Time passes away 
so swiftly that we can hardly call ourselves young before we are 
men and women.” Length of school, ten weeks. Number of pu- 
pils, thirteen. Wages, twenty-eight dollars per month. 


REMARKS, | 


Youemployed seventeen different teachers, who have labored 
twenty terms in your districts. Number of pupils attending the 
W inter terms, 175. Number of visits by citizens in No. 3, 142; 
No. 2, 105; No. 6,50. Least in No. 4,7. Number of visits by 
8S. 8. Committee, 45; Prudential Committee, 12. No.3 had six 
by its Agent. Well done No. 3. 

Friends of education, is it in our power to have better schools ? 
If we can how is it to be accomplished ? Do you need more money ? 
No. Do you need better school-houses? Yes, in a few districts. 
No. 8 should have a better house. Why crowd forty or fifty pu- 
pils into a small, ill-ventilated room that is not suitable for half 
that number. This district needs a graded school. Put up a suit- 
able house for this purpose and you will realize more benefit from 
your school money. Nos.9 and 10 should be repaired and made 
attractive. The school rooms need more blackboards. A teacher 
of tact can make this article pay for itself many times during a 
term. Examples could be marked out. Words and sentences, 
even a small composition could be written on it. Supply 
your pupils with books, slates and everything needed for the im- 
provement of your children. The series of books which we have 
introduced into the schools will give your scholars a practical 
knowledge of the English language. They have the following 
good features. They learn the pupil to think. He who can think 
and loves to think will become ascholar. He who knows not how 
to think, or who hates the toil of doing it, will remain imbecile, 
though his mind be crowded with the contents of a library. 

Ask a pupil to compose a sentence, having Girl for the subject. 
He says: “The girl writes neatly.” Again he says: “The girls 
write neatly.” When asked to enlarge both the subject and the 
predicate, says : “The careful girl writes very neatly.” Again : 
“The careful girl, who sits in that seat, writes her copy very neat- 
ly.” ‘Thus the pupil has to think and tell what he knows about 
the subject. In writing the sentences he is learning to write and 
spell, by observation and practice ; learning also the art of writing 
compositions in the best way. The following is commendatory of 
Harper’s Language Series “I have examined Language Lessons 
with the greatest care and interest. Iam glad this book has been 
written and written as it is to teach the elements of the English 
language by practice and habit rather than by the old process of 
lifeless rules and definitions.” A thorough examination of Lan- 
guage Lessons has satisfied the Committee (Boston Text Book 
_ Committee) that in plan and execution it is decidedly the best 
_ book out, with which to begin the instruction of a child in gram- 
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mar and the correct use of the English language.” Language: 
Lessons has no rival. Here the study of our language is brought 

toa level with the most childish understanding. In the hands of 
a live teacher no pupil can master this little work of 176 pages 
without learning more about how “to speak and write the English: 
language correctly” than from all the knotty “abridgments” and 

“first lines” of grammar in existence. I am really charmed with 

this book, in which the laws, analysis and composition of our lan- 
guage are so plain yet so effectively explained. Perhaps you are 
ready to ask :““Why so much talk about spelling and grammar ?” 
Let the following be the answer. One thousand dollars have been 

given to Rutger’s College, to found three prizes, one of which is 

for spelling and proficiency in spelling and English grammar. 

Candidates for admission to Harvard University will be required 

to present an original English essay, correct in spelling, grammati- 
cal construction, punctuation and expression, It is pleasing to 
note these facts, since they indicate that the attention of college 
boys will be directed to branches of study which they have here- 
tofore too much neglected. Professors have taken it for granted 

that boys prepared to enter college were good English scholars. 
They have discovered, however, that such is not the case and the y 
are therefore obliged to supply the lack of early training.” 
Reader, you can draw your own conclusions. 

Agents, are your duties merely to hire the teachers and pay 
them ; are there not labors higher than this? When you hire help 
to do work, do you not look after them ? Would you pay $50 to 
them if they had earned halt of it? Would you turn your cattle into 
a pasture and not go near them for ten weeks? If you were told 
that the water had dried up and the feed was too short; would 
you not attend to it at once? How much more important then 
that you do for your children all you can in the school room, while 
they are learning not only for this life but for eternal life. 

As this report may be read by teachers, we would say to them : 
Do your duty though the heavens fall. Have a conciousness of 
doing your duties faithfully. When you enter the school room on 
the first day, have a plan formed in your mind and improve npon 
that daily. Set your pupils at work in such a way that their la- 
tent talents will be developed. You arein the school room to 
draw out what they know ; not merely to pour in knowledge which 
they will never use, Interest them in sucha manner that when 
they leave the school-room and are not under your watchful eye, 
they will continue to study through life and look back with pleas- 
ure upon their teacher and school days. Approach your pupils 
with kindness beaming from your eye; kindle that little spark of 
approbation and ambition which lies within, and you will rouse a 
sympathy there which will at first be feeble, but if you proceed 
in a gentle manner, you will increase the flow, till at last you have 
a willing captive, always ready to do thy gentle commands. Pupils, 
what can we say to you to make greater improvement in your 
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studies? Do you want good schools and education? You can 
have both. In fact good scholars make good schools. When you 
work in harmony with your teacher and always do right, you will 
have an approving conscience and every thing will be lovely in 
the school-room. If your lessons are difficult to learn, study the 
harder and greater will be the pleasure when learned. A teacher 
might do every example in arithmetic, and you might copy each 
one; you would only have a superficial knowledge of that branch. 
All education has been the result of self determination, self train- 
ing and self reliance. Teachers and books are invaluable helps ; 
but if you ever would become learned you must work daily and 
hourly. One great reason why some of our best scholars make so 
little progress in the sciences after they leave school is because 
they lay aside their studies, little thinking that the training of 
mind amid the cares of life would tend to add to their usefulness. 
“Then be up and doing.” Be thorough, prompt and accurate. 
“ Learn to labor and to wait.” 

This survey of schools the past year is not discouraging ; much 
has been accomplished. Uninterrupted success is not expected. 
Perfection is not the lot of man; defeat is sometimes equal to 
victory. If it induces us to hire better teachers and to the re- 
moving of causes which tend to make poor schools, this would 
truly be success. It is better to be taxed for the education of the 
people than for standing armies. Every school house stands as a 
bulwark against oppression. Give the common people of Europe 
an educataion and what would become of their kings. An edu- 
cated peeple will think, and in thinking they would soon remove 
the causes which bind them down and become truly free men. 
Then let us do all we can to advance the physical, intellectual, 
moral and religious education of the rising generation. 


L. G. BROWN, Supt. School Com. 


Ly npEBOROUGH, March, 1875. 
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